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Display a Clear and Visible Message

Safety Sign Headers (OSHA 1910.145 and ANSI Z535)

Messages such as “Warning” and “Caution” may seem synonymous, but they actually deliver very different messages.
ANSI and OSHA specify that safety signs must indicate and define specific hazards that, without identification, may lead to
accidental injury to workers, customers or the general public. The standard headers and definitions are listed below.
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Safety Sign Letter Height (ANSI Z2535.2-2002)

9.2.2 Overall size of the lettering 9.2.3 Minimum letter height

The overall size of the lettering shall be Minimum letter height shall be one unit in height for every 150 units of safe
determined by the distance from which the sign viewing distance from the hazard alerting device for signal words and one
can be safely and easily read. The message unit in height for every 300 units viewing distance for the majority of other
should be concise as practical. Letters shall be words contained on the word message panel. The safe viewing distance
adequately spaced and not crowded. must be determined for each specific case where a safety sign is needed.

The message panel text shall meet the legibility criteria at the determined
safe viewing distance.

Minimum Safe Viewing Distance ’ ’ 1000 125° 150° 200’
gg:mt‘i'::‘:e'gmh”:awrab'e Reading .« 004" 032" 040" 060" 080 1200 160" 240° 320" 400" 500° 600° 800"

Recommended Letter Height For

Unfavorable Reading Conditions 0.33 0.50 0.66 0.83 1.27 1.68 251 3.36 5.04 6.72 8.40 10.49" 1258" 16.79

*0.16 inch (0.4 cm) type is the suggested minimum type size for use on environmental/facility safety signs.
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